Making Your Own Books
Your own picture books are easy and cheap to make. You just need
a few bits and pieces to get started.
Useful items for making books:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Scissors
Glue
Hole punch
Elastic bands
Textas

You will need:
Cardboard or paper – K-mart and $2 dollar type shops have a good
range of colours at reasonable prices
Ideas for pictures:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Junk mail from the letterbox
Advertising brochures from the Sunday newspaper
Your child’s drawings
Photos – either ones you’ve already got or ones specially set
up for your book
Greeting cards
Wrapping paper
Stickers
Odd scraps of ribbon, coloured paper, material

Depending on the age of your child, ask them cut out pictures from
the brochures and pamphlets you’ve collected. They can glue them
on to the cardboard and paper. Alternatively, they could draw their
own pictures to tell a story.
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Making Your Own Books

Ideas for stories:

Use simple words and sentences .
•
Retell and illustrate a favourite story or fairy tale
•
Something special your child has done
•
Somewhere your child has been
•
Something your child is interested in – cars, birds, dinosaurs
•
Stories from your past or of your parents and grandparents
•
Illustrate a song your child has recently learnt
•
Stories from your child’s imagination
•
Stories about pets
•
Stories about toys – have them come to life
•
Stories about family members
A good way to start each page is ‘When I was a little girl, I...’ or
‘When (your child’s name) was a baby,…’
Make your own alphabet, colour and counting books

Styles of books:
Separate sheets:
•
Tied up with cable ties, ribbon or string
•
Slipped into zip lock bags – keeps them cleaner
•
Contacted pages
•
Laminated pages – try the library or Officeworks
•
•
•
•

Scrap books
Photo Albums
Display Folders – slip a page into each sleeve
Hot Dog books
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Hot Dog Book
Use any size paper, even recycled. Just make sure the writing is on the
inside when you make the first fold
1. Fold the paper in half
the long way, like a hot
dog

2. Open the paper and
fold it in half the short
way

3. Take one layer of
paper, flip the edge back
to meet the fold, and
crease

4. Turn the paper
over and do the
same on the other
side as step 3

5. Place the paper on
the table so that you
can see a ‘w’ when you
look at the end
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6. Cut the centre of the ‘w’
along the centre fold. You’ll
be cutting through two layers
of paper and stopping at the
cross fold

7. With your wrists above
your fingers, hold the two
halves of the hot dog from
the top

8. Turn your wrists to
the sides. You will have
an open book with four
sections

9. Bring three of the sections
together. Fold the last
section on top of the other
three so that you have a flat
book

